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Summary Result of the Past Presidential Elections (1982-2005)

	Year
	Reg. Voters
	Total Polled
	Rejected Votes
	Valid Votes
	One half of Valid Votes (50%+1)
	UNP
	SLFP/ PA/UPFA
	JVP
	ACTC
	SLMP
	Others

	1982
	8,145,015
	6,602,617
	80,470
	6,522,147
	3,261,074
	3,450,811
	2,548,438
	273,428
	173,934
	 
	75,536

	
	
	81.06%
	1.22%
	98.78%
	
	52.91%
	39.07%
	4.19%
	2.67%
	
	1.16%

	1988
	9,375,742
	5,186,223
	91,445
	5,094,778
	2,547,390
	2,569,199
	2,289,860
	 
	 
	235,719
	 

	
	
	55.32%
	1.76%
	98.24%
	
	50.43%
	44.95%
	
	
	4.63%
	 

	1994
	10,945,065
	7,713,232
	151,706
	7,561,526
	3,780,764
	2,715,283
	4,709,205
	22,749
	 
	 
	114,289

	
	
	70.47%
	1.97%
	98.03%
	
	35.91%
	62.28%
	0.30%
	
	
	1.51%

	1999
	11,779,200
	8,635,290
	199,536
	8,435,754
	4,217,878
	3,602,748
	4,312,157
	344,174
	 
	 
	176,675

	
	
	73.31%
	2.31%
	97.69%
	
	42.71%
	51.12%
	4.08%
	
	
	2.09%

	2005
	13,327,160
	9,826,778
	109,739
	9,717,039
	4,858,520
	4,706,366
	4,887,152
	 
	 
	 
	123,521

	
	
	73.73%
	1.12%
	98.88%
	
	48.43%
	50.29%
	
	
	
	1.27%


                                                                                                                                                                                        (Source: Dept. of Elections: www.slelections.gov.lk)
VALID VOTES EQUAL TO ONE HALF (50%)

· Number of valid votes equal to one-half (50%+1) is increasing by 110,000 every year. 
· Average voters turn out is higher than other national elections; it was recorded 75%-80% in several districts in the past elections.  
· Because of massive voters’ drop out in North and Eastern Provinces, the all island average voters’ turnout was 73.73% in 2005.
· 689,649 (36.18%) voters were polled at North and Eastern provinces in the PE 2005. If it was to the national average (73.73%), it would be reached 1,405,485. Around 700,000 votes were not polled. 
Presidential Election - 2005

	District / Region
	Reg. Voters
	Total Polled

	Jaffna
	701,938
	8,524
	1.21%

	Vanni
	250,386
	85,874
	34.30%

	Batticaloa
	318,728
	154,615
	48.51%

	Digamadulla
	396,453
	288,208
	72.70%

	Trincomalee
	238,755
	152,428
	63.84%

	North & East Total
	1,906,260
	689,649
	36.18%

	ALL ISLAND
	13,327,160
	9,826,778
	73.73%


· It is obvious that there would be dramatic increase in voters’ turn out in the North and Eastern Provinces compared to the PE 2005.
· Therefore at the forthcoming Presidential Election (2010), the winning candidate should have to obtain around 5,500,000 votes to reach the required one half of the total valid votes (50%+1).   
PARTY POSITION AND STRENGTH  
· The results of Provincial Councils elections held in year 2008/09 are the key measure for the forecasting. 
· The ruling UPFA registered landslide victory in all provincial council elections (08). It obtained more votes than the PE 2005 in 13 districts, except Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Ratnapura, Kegalle, Colombo, Matara and Hambantota districts.  
All Island Summary
Presidential (2005) and Provincial Council Elections (2008/09)

	 
	UPFA
	UNP
	JVP

	PE 2005
	4,887,152
	50.29%
	4,706,366
	48.43%
	
	

	PCE 2008/09
	5,137,170
	62.24%
	2,609,386
	33.03%
	234,442
	2.91%

	Change Rate
	250,018
	5.12%
	(2,096,980)
	-44.56%
	
	


· Further, the ruling UPFA was able to establish a few pockets (vote banks) in the minority dominant regions, other than the Presidential Election held in year 2005. Mainly in the East (Karuna- Pillayan, Ameer-Ali, Moulana,),Vanni (Siddharthan, Kishor) and the Up-country (CWC and UPF).
· The UNP remained stable with their fixed votes while facing mass cross-over (26 MPs). At the 2004 Provincial Council Election it obtained 2,570,801 (39.13%) votes and it slowly grew up to 2,609,386 in the PC elections 2008/09. Since the PC election – 2004, it had succeeded to double its vote bank in one year period at the presidential election -2005 where  UNP obtained 4,706,366 (48.43%), just 148,154 votes less than the one half (4,858,520: 50%+1). 
	UPFA - Party Position

	Provincial Council Election (2008/09) and the After Movements

	Province 
	2009PCE
	ESTIMATION

	
	Total Valid Votes
	Obtained Votes
	Drop 
	Actual Position

	All Island
	8,136,909
	5,137,170
	62.24%
	603,617
	11.75%
	4,533,553
	55.72%

	Western
	2,326,886
	1,506,115
	64.73%
	195,795
	13.0%
	1,310,320
	56.31%

	Central
	1,092,165
	650,203
	59.53%
	78,024
	12.0%
	572,179
	52.39%

	Southern
	1,184,511
	804,071
	67.88%
	64,326
	8.0%
	739,745
	62.45%

	Eastern
	591,676
	308,886
	52.21%
	46,333
	15.0%
	262,553
	44.37%

	North-Western
	963,146
	668,743
	69.43%
	80,249
	12.0%
	588,494
	61.10%

	North-Central
	545,440
	307,457
	56.37%
	33,820
	11.0%
	273,637
	50.17%

	Uva
	578,709
	418,906
	72.39%
	46,080
	11.0%
	372,826
	64.42%

	Sabaragamuwa
	854,376
	472,789
	55.34%
	56,735
	12.0%
	416,054
	48.70%

	(The data based on the election results of Matara and Hambantota districts (PCE 2009)


· The results of the Southern Provincial Council Election (10.10.2009) showed a slight decline in the position of ruling UPFA in the district of Hambantota (6%) and Matara (8%) where traditionally it has a wide support base.  This trend may reflect on the results of forthcoming election in other districts too. The drop rate may vary 10% to 15%.  
· The JVP was the key partner of the ruling UPFA at the General Election- 2004, Provincial Council Election-2004 and Presidential election- 2005. Compared to the latest Provincial Council Elections, it had dropped its stand by 68% than at the Local Government Election-2006 (746,975: 9.28%). Now it is recuperating as it was in year 2000 by attempting to gain popularity. It uses the anti-corruption plank extensively. 
· The Leadership issue was the major question during the past elections for the UNP. Now it has been settled with an alternative leadership and the remarkable coalition (UNP+JVP+SLMC+DPF+…). This special force is expected to double the strength of the New Democratic Front (SWAN) than at the results of North Central PC and Sabaragamuwa PC Elections which gave a great challenge to ruling UPFA where the UNP was led by Major General Janaka Perera and Ranjan Ramanayake respectively.     

Major Factors and the Attitudes

The Majority 
The voters of the majority community are divided into three main political streams (UPFA, UNP, and JVP). However the main UPFA coalition would get more votes (55%) from the majority due to the war victory. The forces of the hardliner of the majority community (JHU/Patriotic movements) are stressing that the General SF is a traitor. It may bring more negative impact to the Common coalition. 
In the meantime a number of voters (44%) would support General SF on the grounds of war victory, good governance, anti-corruption and the party loyalties. 
The Minorities (Tamils and Muslims)
Tamil and Muslim minorities that constitute about 3.5 million voters against the 5.5 million for one half of the total valid votes required for the Presidential Election (2010) are the major decisive factor. They are strongly positioned in the North and Eastern Provinces and some pockets in the Southern region.

About 80% of Sri Lankan Tamils boycotted the Presidential Election-2005 on the LTTE’s order. However, at the forthcoming election, nearly 67% of North and Eastern Tamils would cast their vote. Compared to Southern average, it would be a low turnout. Out of the total polled, the vote division would be 70% for the Common Candidate, 21% for the ruling UPFA and the rest (09%) to the Tamil candidate/others. 
There are about 1.3mn Muslim voters all over the country. Nearly 72% of voters would support to the Common Candidate. The percentage would vary spatially according to the personal political characters (Ministers/MPs). In the North and Eastern provinces, the vote variation to the common candidate and UPFA would be 68:32. But in the South it would be over 75% to the common candidate due to govt.’s inability to hear the grievances of the Muslims (Southern SL) and the traditional political party affiliation (UNP+SLMC).   
In the up-country, the Ceylon Workers Congress (CWC) and Up-Country People’s Front (UPF) declared their support to the ruling UPFA. Meanwhile the flourishing Democratic People’s Front (DPF), UNP-JVP Tamils supporters, and the dissidents of the CWC (Sachchithananthan, Yogarajan) and the number of Indian Tamils would extend their support to the Common Candidate. Here the votes division to the UPFA and the Common Candidate would be 53:47.
The Forecasts 
Forecast I: Attitude of the Voters by Major Ethnic Groups
	Major Ethnic  Groups
	Registered Voters
	Total Polled
	Rejected
	Valid
	MR
	SF
	Others

	
	
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%

	Sinhalese
	10,636,818
	8,509,454
	80.0%
	85,095
	1.0%
	8,424,360
	99.0%
	4,633,398
	55.0%
	3,731,991
	44.3%
	58,971
	0.7%

	SL Tamils
	1,310,230
	877,854
	67.0%
	9,656
	1.1%
	868,198
	98.9%
	182,322
	21.0%
	607,738
	70.0%
	78,138
	9.0%

	Muslims
	1,296,141
	1,049,874
	81.0%
	10,499
	1.0%
	1,039,375
	99.0%
	291,025
	28.0%
	744,193
	71.6%
	4,158
	0.4%

	Ind. Tamils
	803,045
	626,375
	78.0%
	7,517
	1.2%
	618,859
	98.8%
	326,138
	52.7%
	290,864
	47.0%
	1,857
	0.3%

	Others
	42,266
	33,390
	79.0%
	301
	0.9%
	33,090
	99.2%
	12,905
	39.0%
	19,854
	60.0%
	331
	1.0%

	TOTAL
	14,088,500
	11,096,948
	78.8%
	113,067
	1.0%
	10,983,881
	99.0%
	5,445,788
	49.58%
	5,394,640
	49.11%
	143,453
	1.31%


Forecast II: Statistical Analysis by Districts
	#
	District
	Registered Voters
	Total Polled
	Rejected Votes
	Valid Votes
	MR
	SF
	Others

	
	
	
	#
	%
	#
	%
	#
	%
	#
	%
	#
	%
	#
	%

	1
	Colombo 
	1,521,854
	1,217,483
	80.0%
	12,175
	1.0%
	1,205,308
	99.0%
	543,594
	45.10%
	650,867
	54.00%
	10,848
	0.90%

	2
	Gampaha
	1,474,464
	1,179,571
	80.0%
	11,796
	1.0%
	1,167,775
	99.0%
	595,565
	51.00%
	564,036
	48.30%
	8,174
	0.70%

	3
	Kalutara
	813,233
	658,719
	81.0%
	6,587
	1.0%
	652,132
	99.0%
	340,413
	52.20%
	309,762
	47.50%
	5,217
	0.80%

	4
	Mahanuwara
	970,456
	771,513
	79.5%
	9,258
	1.2%
	762,254
	98.8%
	369,693
	48.50%
	386,463
	50.70%
	6,098
	0.80%

	5
	Matale
	342,684
	270,720
	79.0%
	3,519
	1.3%
	267,201
	98.7%
	138,945
	52.00%
	126,386
	47.30%
	1,870
	0.70%

	6
	Nuwaraeliya
	457,137
	365,710
	80.0%
	5,120
	1.4%
	360,590
	98.6%
	172,001
	47.70%
	185,704
	51.50%
	2,885
	0.80%

	7
	Galle 
	761,815
	624,688
	82.0%
	5,622
	0.9%
	619,066
	99.1%
	306,438
	49.50%
	308,914
	49.90%
	3,714
	0.60%

	8
	Matara
	578,858
	468,875
	81.0%
	3,751
	0.8%
	465,124
	99.2%
	243,260
	52.30%
	218,608
	47.00%
	3,256
	0.70%

	9
	Hambantota
	421,186
	345,373
	82.0%
	3,108
	0.9%
	342,264
	99.1%
	187,561
	54.80%
	152,308
	44.50%
	2,396
	0.70%

	10
	Jaffna 
	721,359
	468,883
	65.0%
	5,627
	1.2%
	463,257
	98.8%
	60,223
	13.00%
	347,443
	75.00%
	55,591
	12.00%

	11
	 Vanni
	266,975
	184,213
	69.0%
	2,395
	1.3%
	181,818
	98.7%
	50,909
	28.00%
	120,000
	66.00%
	10,909
	6.00%

	12
	Batticaloa
	333,644
	250,233
	75.0%
	3,003
	1.2%
	247,230
	98.8%
	111,254
	45.00%
	131,032
	53.00%
	4,945
	2.00%

	13
	Digamadulla
	420,835
	328,251
	78.0%
	3,283
	1.0%
	324,969
	99.0%
	147,211
	45.30%
	175,483
	54.00%
	2,275
	0.70%

	14
	Trincomalee
	241,133
	183,261
	76.0%
	2,199
	1.2%
	181,062
	98.8%
	63,372
	35.00%
	115,880
	64.00%
	1,811
	1.00%

	15
	Kurunegala
	1,183,649
	946,919
	80.0%
	8,522
	0.9%
	938,397
	99.1%
	495,474
	52.80%
	436,355
	46.50%
	6,569
	0.70%

	16
	Puttalam
	495,575
	391,504
	79.0%
	3,915
	1.0%
	387,589
	99.0%
	186,818
	48.20%
	197,670
	51.00%
	3,101
	0.80%

	17
	Anuradhapura 
	579,261
	457,616
	79.0%
	5,034
	1.1%
	452,582
	98.9%
	229,007
	50.60%
	220,408
	48.70%
	3,168
	0.70%

	18
	Polonnaruwa
	280,337
	227,073
	81.0%
	2,044
	0.9%
	225,029
	99.1%
	115,890
	51.50%
	107,114
	47.60%
	2,025
	0.90%

	19
	Badulla
	574,814
	465,599
	81.0%
	6,518
	1.4%
	459,081
	98.6%
	241,017
	52.50%
	214,391
	46.70%
	3,673
	0.80%

	20
	Moneragala
	300,642
	243,520
	81.0%
	2,435
	1.0%
	241,085
	99.0%
	140,070
	58.10%
	98,845
	41.00%
	2,170
	0.90%

	21
	Ratnapura
	734,651
	609,760
	83.0%
	5,488
	0.9%
	604,272
	99.1%
	312,409
	51.70%
	287,029
	47.50%
	4,834
	0.80%

	22
	Kegalle
	613,938
	497,290
	81.0%
	4,973
	1.0%
	492,317
	99.0%
	250,589
	50.90%
	238,281
	48.40%
	3,446
	0.70%

	 
	TOTAL
	14,088,500
	11,156,775
	79.2%
	116,372
	1.0%
	11,040,403
	99.0%
	5,301,713
	48.02%
	5,592,977
	50.66%
	148,974
	1.35%


Conclusion 
The Forecast 
	Forecast
	Registered Voters
	Total Polled
	Rejected
	Valid
	MR
	SF
	Others

	
	
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%
	Votes
	%

	Forecast I
	14,088,500
	11,096,948
	78.80%
	113,067
	1.00%
	10,983,881
	99.00%
	5,445,788
	49.58%
	5,394,640
	49.11%
	143,453
	1.31%

	Forecast II
	
	11,156,775
	79.20%
	116,372
	1.00%
	11,040,403
	99.00%
	5,301,713
	48.02%
	5,592,977
	50.66%
	148,974
	1.35%

	Conclusion
	14,088,500
	11,126,862
	78.98%
	114,720
	1.03%
	11,012,142
	98.97%
	5,373,751
	48.30%
	5,493,809
	49.37%
	146,214
	1.31%


Geographically the electoral map would display the spatial variation of the results of PE 2010, as follow; 
Out of 160 electorates, the ruling UPFA (MR) would dominate 85-90 electorates (the Buddhist dominant / rural electorates) and the NDF (SF) would dominate 70-75 electorates (Minority dominant / urban electorates). 
Note:  NEXT UPDATION on 21st (Thursday) January, 2010
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